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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR. . .  

     As I write this little letter, it is going to at least seem like I am running, 

again, behind time; and that I had better hurry up somehow and get with the 

program.  But trust me, please; I am not at all out of sync.  In fact, I am going 

to dare to claim that I am right on track, as it were.  It is, after-all, simply a 

matter of the way our calendar works in the office around here. 

     For me, right now, it is all about celebrating our now budding new year.  

But don‟t worry; I am not going to waste your time throwing out all kinds of 

platitudinous resolutions to help move us forward in our quest for greater 

effectiveness in ministry. 

     Instead, I am choosing, rather, to lift up, again, the encouragement given 

to Titus by our own Apostle Paul.  In 3:4-7, he writes, ñWhen the kindness 

and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous 

things we had done, but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the 

washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 

out on us generally through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 

justified by his grace, we might become heirs having hope of eternal life.ò  
By extension, this encouragement comes also to us.  We are no different than 

Titus.  As with him, we are servants of the most high God, graciously set 

apart to make a difference in the world around us.   

     First of all, to “hope” means that we have something to hope for, and that 

we understand its coming is in no way accidental.  It is, at its center, a gift 

from the living God who leaves His throne on high so that He might saves us.  

If we could do this on our own, He would not have had to come.  But things 

are what they are; and we cannot escape them.  Sin kills; and only the mercy 

of a gracious and loving God can provide the antidote. 

     This “antidote” comes to us in the form of regeneration and renewal, two 

things our God pours out upon us by the power of His Spirit.  As His Spirit 

works these in us, everything changes.  For not only are we no longer held 

out in hopeless abandon, but found to be saved in Christ.  As we accept the 

offering Christ made for us upon the cross, the debt we owe for sin is paid 

off.  Where there is no “charge”, there is no debt.  And where is no “debt, 

there remains no ground for collection.  Sin met its match in Jesus and we 

benefit because of it.  With the past now being exactly that…the past, we are 

made completely free to live a new and much more peace-filled life.   

     In the end, this is where the regeneration and renewal bring us; that 

is…full circle.  As we begin again, the hope will be that we keep God first in 

all things, therefore obeying His commands and, upon failing, acting quick to 

confess.  If we can do this together, Christ will be honored and all of the 

world will be blessed through it.  This is my prayer and I am sticking to it!     

     Moving forward with you, 

     Pastor Shealds                                                                                                                           
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Abiding Savior School 
ñTrain up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.ò 

Proverbs 22:6 

 It is now January and we are starting the second half of our school year.  The girls and boys were very 

anxious to tell us what all they got for Christmas and what special things they did over the Christmas break.   

 The children are learning about all the animals in winter.  They learn about the ones that hibernate and 

what that means as well as those who must forage for food in the cold and snow.  It is also a great time for 

making snowflakes.   

 The Kindergarten class in particular will be learning about Martin Luther King as we get ready to 

celebrate his birthday.  The school will be closed January 18
th

 in honor of his birthday. 

 Please continue to keep the school in your prayers as we really need more preschool children in order to 

remain open after this year.   

 Continue to save your ink cartridges, Box Tops and aluminum cans.  We are no longer collecting the 

Campbell‟s soup labels as it takes too long to accumulate enough to purchase items.  Thank you for all your 

help.   

 On a personal note, thank you for honoring my mother, Eleanor Hulbert.  She lived a good long life – 91 

years, 60 of those married to my father, Fred before he passed away 10 years ago.  Your prayers were greatly 

appreciated. 

 

In His Name 

Barbara McElrath 

Director 

 
  

 

Health Ministry 
   On Wednesday, February 3 at 11:00am, Ben Evans will be here to talk about exercising to “Fight off 

Aging”. If you have not signed up yet and would like to come listen to Ben, please call me at the church office 

and I will put you on our sign up list.   

Our Healthy Living program will be on Wednesday‟s starting at 11:00am.    On the Wednesday„s that 

we cook, we will enjoy eating lunch together and on the Wednesday‟s that we exercise, we will enjoy a healthy 

snack together along with some “brain teaser‟s”.  One Wednesday a month we will have a speaker with Q & A 

to follow.  We may be taking a “field trip” or two during the year with this program. 

It was brought to my attention that some people would like a night program for the Healthy Living class 

for those who work.  If I get enough people who would be interested in an evening class then I would be happy 

to hold a second class on Wednesday‟s 5:30pm – 6:45pm.  If I can‟t get the speakers to 

come in the evenings then I would ask their permission to video tape them during the morning program and 

play the video for the evening class.  This class would start after Lent was over.  This class would include the 

same as the morning class, one Wednesday cooking and the next Wednesday with low-impact exercise. If you 

are interested in an evening class then please call me. 

I am very excited and I hope you all will be too with this program.  We will have a lot of great speakers, 

fun cooking and exercising, and wonderful fellowship time together.  Please invite your family members and 

friends to join us too.   

 

In His Service 

Lynn LeFebvre 

 

 

 



Youth Ministry 
In December Pastor and I took the older children to a movie (Blind Sided) then out for pizza to discuss 

the movie. We then went Christmas caroling.  We had a good time and the kids did a great job singing.  We also 

with our time together discussed with the youth, what they would like to see in a youth program.   They gave us 

some ideas to work on and one is to have a Youth Bible Study on Sundays between services.  This is one of the 

first ideas I will be working on for them. 

Sunday school is going great.  I want to thank Bianca Demoulin and Nicolette Toronto for their help 

with the younger children in Sunday school.  We will be doing some fun activities with them during our Lent 

season.  I really enjoy working with both the younger children and our older youth, they are all a great group of 

kids and each in their own way shows their faith for their Lord. 

 

In His Service, 

Lynn LeFebvre 

 
For the Love of Words        

John Eldredge, author as well as founder and director of Ransomed Heart Ministries in Colorado 

Springs, lives in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado with his wife, Stacie and their three sons. 

Being an avid outdoorsman and loving the wilderness may have prompted his writing of the book titled 

“Wild at Heart”. This book was written about and for men but it is a delight for women as well to read. 

The first sentence in Chapter 1 simply states; “At last I am surrounded by wilderness.” And the first two 

pages are so stunning; the reader cannot put the book down until it has been read. 

 John Eldredge has written numerous other books including “Journey of Desire”, “Sacred 

Romance”, “Waking the Dead” and “Epic.” 

Last year another new book was published called “Fathered by God” or “Learning What Your Dad 

Could Never Teach You.” If you haven‟t read an Eldredge book, you have missed the enjoyment they bring. 

 

Dorothy Pientka 

 

 

Shepherd’s Warehouse 
ñA Generous man will himself be blessed for he shares his bread with the poor.ò 

Proverbs 22:9 

HAPPY VALENTINE 

 Thank you all for the help you are giving the Warehouse. We can hold off on the peanut butter and 

jellies. We are ok for know BUT we can always use cleaning supplies and paper goods; things you cannot buy 

with food stamps. 

 We had a nice donation from Employees Resource. Thank you for helping us.  

Next month is Easter and the “Bunny” needs candies, baskets and hams. I know you will help and let no 

child go without. 

See you soon and God bless you all. 

 

In His Care 

Renate Blanchard 

      

 

 

 

 



Women’s Ministry 
Happy New Year to you all and God‟s Blessings as we start our Spring season. 

 

Our first meeting of 2010 was filled with laughter and planning.  We have some dates for your calendars so that 

you can be making plans to join us.   

 

February 24
th

 is the first of our “Soup Suppers” and Women‟s Ministry will be serving their 

“world famous” veggie beef soup.  We will put the final plans on this at our next meeting. 

 

March 20
th

 from 11:00 to 1:00 we will have a “Let‟s Remember” tea 

to kick off our 50
th

 anniversary.  You will hear more about this from Carol Parks. 

 

April 17
th

 will be our “Rummage Sale”.  There is a lot to think about and coordinate with this 

event.  We also need loads of help sorting and pricing so be sure and rest up. 

 

May 1
st
 will be our “Women‟s Day of Discovery”.  This event just keeps getting better and 

better.  We will encourage our young women to join us this day.  The theme will be “The Sacred 

Echo” by Margaret Feinberg.  This is a series on prayer and it asks the question “Why is prayer 

so mysterious?”  We ask women from all the surrounding churches to join us for this precious 

day. 

 

Please pray for all the Women of Abiding Savior that we are led by the Word. 

 

In His Service 

Eleanor 

 

Cursillo Corner   

  

February Ultreya –   February 19 Spirit of Joy hosting at Holy Trinity     7 – 9 PM 

 

February 19 Abiding Savior hosting at Abiding Savior 7 - 9 PM 

             

***Contact Bill or Regina Jenkins to sign up for helping at the ASLC Ultreya in February. 

 

Leaders’ School – Saturday, February 27 at Apostles Lutheran, 7020 W. Cactus Rd.  Peoria, AZ. 

 

Men’s Weekend #125 - March 11 -14 

 

Women’s Weekend #126 - March 25 -28    

 

Sponsors, be sure to get any applications into either Bill or Regina Jenkins ASAP.   

 

PLEASE CONTACT MARTHA WELD AT 480 874-3882 IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

CARPOOLING TO ANY OF THE ULTREYAS.  

 
 

 

 



For Your Information 

† - CHANGE IN WORSHIP SERVICE – Combined Service on Sunday, February 14, 10:00 am 

after which there will be votes on pastor retention, leaving the ELCA and moving to a new, agreed upon, 

church organization. Information and discussion on available church organizations, including LCMC, 

will be held after service this Sunday, January 24, as well as between services on January 31 and 

February 7. 

 

† - NOTICE – The 2009 year enc statements have been sent out for 2009 taxes. Included with the 

statements is the household information collected for each household. Please look over this information 

and contact Debra Ohlinger at 480-947-7495 during office hours for any corrections. If everything is 

correct, there is no need to contact the office. 
 

† - MISSION TRIP Valerie Clauss has been chosen to participate in a mission trip to Central 

Mexico in early March. She is currently raising the support needed for the trip. If you would like to 

support her, checks can be made out to ASCC with a notation that it is for Valerie’s Mission Trip or you 

can contact her and her family directly at 480-897-7031. Thank you for your support. 

 

† - ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN SERVICE 
Ash Wednesday Service – Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 7:00 PM 

 

Lenten Specials –  February 24  Women’s Ministry Veggie Beef Soup 

   March 3 Altar Guild 

   March 10 

   March 17 

   March 24 

   March 31 

To sign up for the soup supper to serve,  

call the church office at 480-947-7495 or  

sign up on the poster in the Narthex. 

Join us for Soup Supper during our Lenten Season, every Wednesday starting February 24 – March 31. 

Soup Supper starts at 6:00 pm with A Lenten Worship to follow at 6:45 pm. All are welcome to join us. 

    

† - Lutheran Seniors Assembly  
The 15

th
 Annual Rally In The Valley, Lutheran Seniors Assembly 2010 to be held at Le Casa de Cristo 

Lutheran Church, 6300 E. Bell Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85254. The Rally will be held on Monday and Tuesday, 

February 15 & 16, 2010. Stimulating Speaker: Pastor Steve Cornils, Pastor Carol Peters, Pastor Steve 

Holm, Pastor Marilyn Ascarza and Bishop Emeritus Howie Wennes will explore the theme “Have You Not 

Known? Have You Not Heard? – The Book of Faith.” Great music, special worship, lots of interest sessions, 

exhibits and coffee. Discounts are available for groups of 5-9 and even greater discounts for groups of 10 or 

more. Contact Pastor Jim and Hazel Cline at 480-421-9021 for further information.  

 

† - Pastor’s Challenge 
4) But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5) he saved us, not because of righteous 

things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 

the Holy Spirit 6) whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior 7) so that, 

having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

            Titus 3:4-7 



† - ATTENTION – ATTENTION – ATTENTION!! 
FLOWERS – FLOWERS – FLOWERS 

 

We have had to change florists.  The florist who has provided flowers for years has given us notice that 

we are not paying nearly enough for our Sunday bouquets.  His price jumped from $25 to $40 plus the cost of 

delivery. 

We have decided to use a florist that is very close to the church so we can pick up the bouquets 

ourselves rather than pay for delivery.  The owner of “The Flower Cart” in Papago Plaza is very excited about 

doing our Sunday flowers.  The cost will be $28 for each bouquet and this includes tax. 

We will be using a bouquet of artificial flowers on our altar on the Sundays that we do not have a 

congregation member paying for flowers. 

This has been a different year for flowers.  In the past, most Sundays have been spoken for and 

sometimes we have had requests from more than one family that wanted flowers in memory of loved ones or for 

celebrations.  This year we had a lot more Sundays that were not “spoken” for and the church paid for the 

flowers.  We also had several occasions when someone has requested flowers in memory of loved ones and 

carefully listed all the names to be remembered but did not put in their own name.  There was no way to know if 

we were ever reimbursed for those flowers.  We cannot order flowers if we do not know who will be paying for 

them.  Flowers are not a budgeted item and it is up to each congregation member who orders flowers to put a 

donation into their envelope to cover the cost. 

This is a time of transition for many things at Abiding Savior but we will triumph if we all stay positive. 

 

In His Service 

Eleanor 

 

† - Information from your Thrivent Coordinators 

 
Martha Weld, Jan Baney and Eleanor Brierley are the Thrivent coordinators for Abiding Savior. 

Thrivent is a faith based, not for profit, organization that provides financial counseling, budget planning 

and retirement strategies for members of the Lutheran Church.  They also sell insurance, but that is the smallest 

part of how they bring help into individual congregations.  As coordinators, we want to bring our Thrivent 

Representatives in to Hestad Hall to meet with all who may be interested in Financial Planning in the near 

future.   

If you have ever had any one of the following questions come up in your mind, you might be a good 

candidate for a visit with Thrivent. 

 

Are you unsure of the best way to save for retirement? 

Are you worried that you will outlive your retirement savings? 

Are you worried about the possibility of high inflation in the coming years? 

Do you have a specific life event you want to save for but donôt know the best way to save? 

Are you worried about what may happen to your retirement savings should you ever require assisted living or 

nursing care? 

Do you want to leave money to a church/charity but are worried about how it will affect the legacy you leave to 

your loved ones? 

Has the recent economic downturn severely affected your retirement savings? 

Do you have a desire to support a church/charity through your estate? 

Do you have questions on your Social Security or Medicare benefits in retirement? 

 

Our Thrivent Representatives are very well educated in all of the financial areas and are ready, willing 

and able to make their knowledge available to you.  Please talk to Martha, Jan or Eleanor and let us know when 

you are available and we will set up a workshop day for all to attend.



February 
Birthdays, Scriptures, Worship Support 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY 7 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

I Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

 

FEBRUARY 14 

TRANSFIGURATION  

OF OUR LORD 

Exodus 34:29-35 

II Corinthians 3:12 – 4:2 

Luke 9:28-36 

 

FEBRUARY 17 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Isaiah 58:1-12 

II Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

FEBRUARY 21 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

 

FEBRUARY 28 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SUPPORT 
 

9:00            11:00 

                 Greeters 
Judy Lee      Pearl Kent 

Debra Ohlinger         Bonnie Koch 

  

Lay Readers 
 7 – Rhonda Clauss      Vera Larsen 

14_ Sandy Rhudy 

21 – Sandy smith 

28 – Pat Ashurst 

 

Ushers 
 TBA      James Kimball 

       Linn Palmer 

       Carl Biehler 

       Ione Biehler 

         

Communion Assistant 
Eleanor Brierley      Pastor Shealds Smith 

Dee Kett      Maudy Young 

Vi Dietrich 

Carl Dietrich 

 

Altar Guild 
          7– Martha Weld      Linn Palmer 

   Joy Miller      Tamara Hartrick 

 Dee Kett       Erna Nelson 

Sunday, February 14 ï 

10:00 am Combined Worship 

        14 – Martha Weld, Joy Miller, Dee Kett 

Ash Wednesday Service, February 17 ï 7:00 pm 

        17 – Lori DeVries, Martha Weld 

 21&28 – Lori DeVries      Cree Abbott 

    Martha Weld      Betty Henning     

 

Acolytes 
          7 – Jason Fox      Adam fox 

   Tyler Cooke 

Sunday, February 14 ï 

10:00 am Combined Worship 

14 – Sarah Reischmann, Jessie Owens 

Ash Wednesday Service, February 17 ï 7:00 pm 

           17 – Jenna Owens, Christel Toll 

           21 – Valerie Clauss       TBA 

     Adam Fox 

           28 – Jon Owens       TBA 

                   Christel Toll 

 

Coffee   Sound 
 Martha Weld  Erv Toll 

 

††††††††††††††† 

2       Debra Ohlinger 

       4       Sister  

                    Rebekka Fraenkel 

       6       Inez Piotrowski 

       7       Kelly Moyer 

       8       Tyler Graves 

   Brett Sherry 

                Al Willert 

     10       Chris Jenkins 

     13       Travis Steele 

     15       Brittany Bliler 

     19       Peggy Zude 

     21       Velma Kimball 

     22       Judy Lee 

     23       Jenna Owens 

     25       Ron Iwen 

  Dora Jolly 

 

Did we miss anyone  

or make a mistake?  

If so,  

please contact  

the Church office  

480-947-7495. 


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Abiding Savior 
Council, Staff & Prayer Chain 

 

    

 

 

 

 
THE GRAPEVINE 

 
Please submit your e-mail requests for 

publication prior to 12:00 noon on the  

SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH  

TO 

debra@abidingsaviortempe.org 

or phone Church Office at 

480-947-7495 

 

Sunday Bulletin deadlines are every Wednesday 

at 10:00 a.m. for the upcoming Sunday. 

 

E-mail information for the Sunday bulletin to: 

judy@abidingsaviortempe.org 

                     

 

 

ABIDNG SAVIOR COMMUNITYCHURCH 

COUNCIL 
 

Executive Board 

Kurt Parks  President 

Lisa Cole  Secretary 

Eleanor Brierley  Treasurer 

 

Board of Elders         Board of Deacons       Board of Trustees 

 

Worship, Youth &       Church Community &     Facilities, Budget & 

Education Ministries    Neighborhood Outreach  Staff  Ministries 

 

To Be Announced        To Be Announced        To Be Announced

                           

           
 

 

 

ABIDNG SAVIOR COMMUNITY CHURCH STAFF 
 

Shealds Smith      Debra Ohlinger 

Pastor     Administrator 

Pastor@abidingsaviortempe.org   Office@abidingsaviortempe.org 

 

Mark Fearey   Judy Lee 

Music Director   Administrative Assistant 

    Judy@abidingsaviortempe.org 

 

Lynn LeFebvre   Lynn LeFebvre 

Health Director   Youth Director 

Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org 

 

Barbara McElrath   Tom Van Meter 

Director ~ Abiding Savior School Security/Custodian 
 

ABIDING SAVIOR COMMUNITY CHURCH 

PRAYER CHAIN 

 

Morning Prayer Chain 

 
Receives your prayer request from  

6:00 a.m. – 7:15 a.m. or the previous evening. 

             Call Martha Weld  480-874-3882 

 

Evening Prayer Chain 

 
Receives your prayer requests 

Throughout the day until 6:00 p.m. 

Call Peggy Zude 480-945-4693 
 
 
 
 

We will strive to be passionate followers 

of Jesus Christ who. . . 

 

Pray       daily   

Worship    weekly 

Read       the Bible daily 

Serve       at and beyond Abiding Savior 

Relate       with others to encourage  

                  spiritual growth 

Give       generously with a goal of  

                  10% and beyond 

Loveòs  
greatest pleasure  
is offering hope  

in the midst  
of the storm 

mailto:debra@abidingsaiortempe.org
mailto:judy@abidingsaviortempe.org
mailto:Judy@abidingsaviortempe.org
mailto:Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org
mailto:Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org


 

ABIDING SAVIOR COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 
February                                                                                                               2010 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 

  

3 
9:15 ASCS Chapel 

11:00 Meet for Prayer  

11:00 Exercise Program 
12:00 Exercise 

Physiologist, Ben Evens 

7:00p Altar Guild 

 

4  5 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6 
  

7 
9:00 

Contemporary Worship 

9:20 Children‟s Sunday 
School 

10:15: Coffee 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

8 
GRAPEVINE 

DEADLINE 

 

9 
1:30p Bible Study 

6:30p Bible Study 

10 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Cholesterol &  Glucose 

Checks by SHC 
9:15 ASCS Chapel 

11:00 Meet for Prayer 

4:30p Conformation   
5:30p Women‟s Ministry 

11 12 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

13 
 

14 
10:00 Combined Service w/ 

final vote for ELCA to 

follow 

 

 

15 
 

 

16 

 

17 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

9:15 ASCS Chapel 

11:00 Meet for Prayer 

Ash Wednesday 

Worship Service 

7:00 pm 

“Walk to the Holy Land”  

18 

 
19 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 

 

20 
 

21 
9:00 

Contemporary Worship 

9:20 Children‟s Sunday 
School 

10:15: Coffee 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

22 
6:30 Council 

Meeting 

23 

 
24 
9:15 ASCS Chapel 

11:00 Meet for Prayer 

4:30p Conformation   
6:00p Soup Supper 

6:45p Lenten Service 

GRAPEVINE 

on website 

 

25 
 

26 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 
 

28 
9:00 

Contemporary Worship 
9:20 Children‟s Sunday 

School 

10:15: Coffee 
11:00 Traditional Worship 

Grapevine  in Narthex 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

   

 

    

 

 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these 

gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen          
 

 

 



Abiding Savior 50th Anniversary 
The First Year  
The state of the world in 1960?  

 President Dwight D. Eisenhower, VP Richard M. Nixon.  

 American U-2 spy plane piloted by Gary Francis Powers shot down over Russia.  

 There are 900 US military advisers in South Vietnam.  

 Federal debt-$290.5 billion.  

 Unemployment- 5.5%  

 Cost of a 1st class stamp- $0.04  

 70 million people watch the presidential debate between Sen. John F. Kennedy and VP Richard 

M. Nixon.  

 Academy award best picture- Ben-Hur  

 Record of the year- Mack the Knife by Bobby Darin  

 The film ñPsychoò is released.  

 The book ñTo Kill a Mockingbirdò is published.  

 The first laser is built and Echo 1, the first communication satellite is launched.  

 Notable deaths: Boris Pasternak, Emily Post, Lawrence Tibbett, Clark Gable. 
 
Into this time Abiding Savior was created. The Holy Spirit was at work and He arrived here 
first. During the beginning of the year the call was issued to Pastor Erich Hoefer by the Board 
of American Missions of the American Lutheran Church. 

  
May 22nd was the groundbreaking ceremony, in a horse pasture at the corner of W. 
Continental and S. Orange St. In June, Pastor Erich, Marie and their 6 children arrived to begin 
the work of establishing Abiding Savior Lutheran Church. The choice of a name for this new 
church was made by the family and was based on which church would come first 
alphabetically in the phone directory. While the church was under construction, worship 
services (first one July 3, 1960) were held in the Western Floor Coverings display room, a 
business of charter member Lawrence Vehling. This is the site of the current Napa Auto Parts 
on Scottsdale Rd. During these worship services, Marie Hoefer played on a folding Army organ 
she had used in their Tucson church. Bulletins were printed on a mimeograph machine on 
their back patio.  
 
On September 11th the first worship service on site was in the newly constructed Parish Hall 
and Church Office. This building, after remodeling, is now used as the Church Office and 
Nursery. 
 
 

http://abidingsavior50.blogspot.com/2010/01/first-year.html


 November 9, 1960 was the official adoption of the constitution and by -laws. The church 
council members were elected with George Graf serving as President. Secretary/Treasurer was 
Albert Smith. The Elders were Floyd Taylor, John Spitzer, Cecil Saul. Deacons: Verne Snyder, 
Carl Vanselow, Carl Biehler. Trustees: Lawrence Vehling, Wesley Backes, Marion Gaskins, and 
Albert Stambaugh. 
 
This then becomes the BIRTHDAY of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church. 
 
Construction was completed on the Sanctuary and the first worship service was held there on 
December 18. This building serves as the Parish Hall and is now known as Hestad Hall. This 
Sanctuary was built using the same blueprints as Concordia Lutheran Church on the West side 
of Phoenix, as a practical money saving action. 
 
The statistics from July to December are: Baptized members 209, Confirmed members 120, 
Pupils in Sunday School 139, pupils in confirmation instruction 25. 
On January 4,1961 the Altar Guild was formed with Doris Gaskins serving as chair. 
Co-chair Wilma Reinig and members Lila Anderson, Beverly Andersen, Clara Roberts, Myrtle 
Stambaugh, Bette Graf and Ione Biehler. 
 
At the end of 1960 Pastor Erich wrote this message: 
 
There is no need to say that the Lord has mightily bles sed Abiding Savior during six brief 
months of work. Our problem is not to seek to prove that the Lord is on our side! He has 
promised again and again saying, ñLo, I am with you always.ò The burden of proof is this, ñAre 
we on the Lord's side?ò Are we truly willing to be used of Him to be a blessing to those to 
whom the Lord has made us responsible in our community? Do we dare to stand up and be a 
witness for Christ? God grant that you and I will dare to accept our responsibilities with our 
Time, Our Talents and with our Wealth.  
 
But really, the greatest question is not simply what are we willing to do for God, but what are 
we willing to let God do for us. Only as we become and remain faithful to the Word of God in 
church and out of church and to the Holy Sacraments, will He be able to cause us to become 
the kind of folks who can serve effectively. If we do not generously feast upon His Word, we 
will be very anemic in our witness.  
 
We are still standing at the very threshold of a thrilling future. Abiding Savi or will be the kind 
of Church ten years from now that we make it during the next two years. Let's make it a 
warm-hearted congregation of Christians who love each other and are concerned about ALL. 
Let's make it a congregation which prays daily also for its  pastor. 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Abiding Savior 50th Anniversary 
 

 

Calendar of Events  

March 20, 2010 - ñLet's Rememberò Tea. 

 

A special gathering of former and current Abiding Savior women. A time to share memories and 

laughter. A time to rekindle friendships. A time to honor the women who have served and  

worshiped here through out the years since 1960. Gather from 11:00 - 1:00. A light lunch will be 

served. 

 

June 26, 2010  - 1960's and 1970's YOU-TH night! 

 

If you were a youth in the 1960/70s this is a night for YOU. Dinner, entertainment, and special guest 

speaker, Pastor John Stake. John served as assistant Pastor to Pastor Erich in 1971-74. 

 

 

July 24, 2010  - 1980's and 1990's YOU-TH night! 

 

I f you were a youth in the 1980/90s this is a night for YOU. More details coming.  

 

August 7, 2010  - 2000's YOU-TH night! 

 

If you were a youth in the 2000s this is a night for YOU. More details coming.  

 

November 14, 2010  - The 50th BIRTHDAY PARTY for ABIDING SAVIOR! Special guest Pastor 

James Hoefer! More details coming.  

 

http://abidingsavior50.blogspot.com/2010/01/calendar-of-events.html

