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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR. . .  

Precious Family:  More than ever before: Grace, Mercy, and Peace from 

God, our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

I have sat here for awhile already actively pondering the words I 

might offer you this day.  We all know that these last many months have 

been hard on all of us.  We havenôt always agreed.  Neither have we, in the 

end, been able to arrive at the same conclusion regarding the challenge that 

has plagued us so long.  To be honest, it was always my prayer that we be 

united in this decision.  But that didnôt happen and I have come to be content 

with that.  For we are, after-all, still the people God has brought together to 

do ministry at this place. It is at Abiding Savior Church that His Spirit has 

willed, in us, the desire to love and serve the Savior Jesus Christ. This, I 

believe, is without dispute and remains paramount to our understanding of 

where we go from here! 

And it is with this in mind that I offer you these following words 

from our Apostle Paul.  While writing to the people at the Church at Rome, 

he becomes very deliberate about reminding the people that it is completely 

reasonable to believe that even a slight bit of endurance and encouragement 

can eventually lead to a whole lot of a hope that is born out of a growing 

faith in Jesus Christ.  It is with this faith and hope in mind that I believe he 

offers the following benediction: 

 

ñMay the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a     

spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with 

one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.ò  (Romans 15:5-6) 

 

Again, there is no question but that we have undertaken a long and 

arduous journey.   But one thing is clear.  The past is now the past.  Itôs time 

to move on.  And the thought of doing so is actually invigorating to me.  God 

has much for us to do and weôve been bogged down in distraction long 

enough.  All that matters now is that we allow the Spirit to garner enough of 

His Spirit in us to fulfill the hope of which Paul is writing to us this day.  

This is my prayer, not just for us, but for all those now both inside and out of 

the Evangelical Church in America.   

One more time, I am not at all ignorant of the pain this has caused so 

many.  I feel it myself, as I must now resign my ñcallò after thirty-five years 

of ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  A death is never 

easy to contend with.  But as is true with the very essence of life itself, life 

comes; and then it goes; but only to be born again.  Please know that as I 

grieve the loss, I also look very much forward to what God is about to do in 

us.  In this regard, too, I pray you can do the same! 

 

     Moving forward in faith born of hope with you, 

     Pastor Shealds 

 



Abiding Savior School 
ñTrain up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.ò 

Proverbs 22:6 

 As we get into February, the classes are getting ready for Valentineôs Day.  The classrooms are 

decorated in hearts, cupids and other decorations.  The boys and girls are making special Valentines for their 

moms and dads. 

 February is also a time to celebrate Presidentsô Day.  School will be closed on Monday, February 15
th
 in 

honor of them. 

 Our Kindergarten class went to the Tempe Center for the Arts on February 9
th
 to see the play ñPeter and 

the Wolfò.   

 As Scottsdale gets ready for the Parada del Sol, we will all be dressing in western wear on February 19
th
.  

On February 23
rd

 Lifetouch will be here to photograph the children.  These are more informal photos and the 

kids can have a more relaxed pose.  We have really appreciated all the wonderful pictures Lifetouch has taken 

of the children over the years. 

 Please continue to keep the school in your prayers.  They are greatly appreciated. 

 

In His Name 

Barbara McElrath 

Director 

 

Health Ministry 

   Our Healthy Living program is going very well.  We have our pedometers so that we can keep track of 

how much walking we are actually doing.  Ben Even at Scottsdale Health Care has invited us to do some 

exercises with him at no cost.  We are having a fun time, eating healthy, and getting exercise.  Pastor Shealds 

and Dr. Robert Stadheim will be speaking on spiritual healing the end of March.   I will announce the date as 

soon as Pastor gives it to me.  Everyone is invited to come and listen to our speakers.  If you have a friend who 

may be interested in hearing one or more of our speakers, please bring them along. 

I hope all of you are enjoying your ñWalk to The Holy Landò.  We are not physically traveling to the 

Holy Land but we are able to commit a few minutes each day to be inspired, and encouraged by the words of 

scripture.  We are able to close our eyes and imagine our travel while reflecting on Godôs word and becoming 

even closer with our Lord. 

 

In His Service 

Lynn LeFebvre 

 

Youth Ministry 
We will be involved in the ñWalk to The Holy Landò with our youth also.  I would like to see 

our youth involved with a community outreach project.  Something on the lines of helping 

to fix up a home, helping someone with yard work,  helping a child with reading or math, any 

thing we can do to show good stewardship.  I will be holding a meeting with the kids, mid 

March to see what they come up with. 

Parents, please encourage your child to bring in some pennies to put towards our pig and 

chickens that we are purchasing for World Hunger.  Also, for our older children who are 

purchasing the cow, please remember to bring in your money to put towards your purchase. 

 

In His Service 

Lynn LeFebvre 

 
 



For the Love of Words        
 Most of us begin in January to make new resolutions for the year but it is usually in the Spring with its 

promise of renewal that our hopes and resolutions begin to be realized. March is an exciting month to plan and 

get to work and there is much to be done.  Our Church Ministries are busier than ever with new ideas and even 

in the library, more books keep surfing eager to be read. New beginnings and projects are waiting for action and 

what better time can there be than in the Spring to apply our talents together for a fruitful year ahead. Perhaps 

your New Year resolutions are already working well. I hope so, but if you have new ideas about what you want 

to accomplish, now is a wonderful time of the year to begin. 

 

In His Service, 

Dorothy Pientka 

 

Shepherd’s Warehouse 
ñA Generous man will himself be blessed for he shares his bread with the poor.ò 

Proverbs 22:9 

Godôs blessings to all of us. 

 We are still trying to slow down from Christmas and Lord and behold here comes Easter at fast pace. 

Please help us with Easter stuff. We are looking for ham, sweet potatoes, candies, eggs and plastic bags. 

 Our back yard fence is not looking to healthy and we need to fix it with a little help. Contact the 

Shepherdôs Warehouse if you are able to help. 

 We will have some high school students coming on February 27
th
 to help us with spring cleaning. Check 

our windows after the 27
th
 and see them shine. 

 See you in church. 

 

In His Care, 

Renate Blanchard 

 

Women’s Ministry  
We are looking forward to the ñLetôs Rememberò tea on March 20

th
.  This tea is to ñkick offò our 50

th
 

anniversary year.  Carol Parks is the chair for this year long event and she has a great ñblogò about it in this 

Newsletter.  She will need lots of help to make this event extra special.  

It is not too early for you to begin to think about the rummage sale.  While we cannot take items for the 

sale yet, now is the time to identify things that are adding clutter to your lives and prepare to part with them for 

a good cause. 

Our Day of Discovery theme is ñThe Sacred Echoò.  It is about prayer and about listening to Godôs 

voice.  The following is a teaser from our study guide and an explanation for the words in the theme. 

 

ñAs I grow in my relationship with God, I find that he often uses the repetition of a phrase, word or idea 

represented in Scripture not only to get, but also to keep my attention.  I call those moments ñsacred echoes.ò  

Author ï Margaret Feinberg 

 

During my time with ñAlphaò our facilitator also spoke of these ñsacred echoesò.  When his father died 

Nicky was concerned that his father had received Christ.  They had never had this conversation and Nicky was 

very agitated.  The answer came from at least 3 different directions, but it was all the same scripture.  Repeated 

over and over, Nicky knew it was from God, and his heart was at peace.  

 

In His Service 

Eleanor 

 



Cursillo Corner 
   

Men’s Weekend #125 - March 11 -14 Roy Lecker is serving on team. 

Women’s Weekend #126 - March 25 -28   Cathie Fox, Jo Jaffe, Regina Jenkins, Debra Ohlinger, Peggy 

Owens, and Dorothy Pientka are serving on team. 

***Mananitas Sunday AM and Clausura Sunday PM   
 

Reunion Potluck and Ultreya ï Saturday, April 10, 2010 - 6:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m.  Holy Trinity, Chandler 

 

PLEASE CONTACT MARTHA WELD AT 480 874-3882 IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

CARPOOLING TO THE ULTREYA. 

 

For Your Information 

† - PICTORIAL DIRECTORY ï Pictures will be taken for the pictorial directory on Monday, March 

1st from 1:00 ï 7:30 pm and Tuesday, March 2
nd

 from 10:00 am ï 4:30 pm.  You may schedule you 

appointment between Sunday services starting February 14
th
. If you have any questions or need further 

assistance, please contact Peggy Owens at 480-947-2894 or 480-233-3468.  
 

† - ABIDING SAVIOR 50
TH

 ANNIVERSARY ï to receive updates for Abiding Saviorôs 50
th
 

Anniversary activities, log onto http://abidingsavior50.blogspot.com ñLetôs Rememberò Tea March 20
th
, tickets 

$5.00 each, you can purchase tickets between services, contact Carol Parks at 480-946-2390 or email  

abidingsavior50@yahoo.com. 
 

† - NOTICE – The 2009 year end contributions statements have been sent out for your 2009 taxes. Included 

with the statements is the household information collected for each household. Please look over this information 

and contact Debra Ohlinger at 480-947-7495 during office hours for any corrections. If everything is correct, 

there is no need to contact the office. 
 

† - PASTOR’S CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† - MISSION TRIP Valerie Clauss has been chosen to participate in a mission trip to Central Mexico in 

early March. She is currently raising the support needed for the trip. If you would like to support her, checks 

can be made out to ASCC with a notation that it is for Valerieôs Mission Trip or you can contact her and her 

family directly at 480-897-7031. Thank you for your support. 

 

† -SUPER BOWL RESULTS -  Colts - $137.00  Shepherdôs Warehouse - $130.00 

      Saints - $122.25               Hunger - $129.25 

4) But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5) he saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit 6) whom he poured 

out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior 7) so that, having been justified 

by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

            

         Titus 3:4-7 

 

http://abidingsavior50.blogspot.com/


 
 
 
             
 

Lenten Specials ï  February 24  Womenôs Ministry Veggie Beef Soup 

   March 3 Altar Guild  Chicken Noodle 

March 10 Barnes & Noble  

Grouping Sisters Potato, Broccoli Cheese    

March 17 

   March 24 Bell Choir  Bean with Bacon 

    

To sign up to serve for the soup supper,  

call the church office at 480-947-7495 or  

sign up on the poster in the Narthex. 

 

Join us for Soup Supper during our Lenten Season, every Wednesday starting February 24 ï March 24. 

Soup Supper starts at 6:00 pm with A Lenten Worship to follow at 6:45 pm. All are welcome to join us. 

 

 
 

   

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEN   EN   SCHEDULE 

Lent is a season of preparation. 
Lent is a time of understanding. 
Lent is a potential of new disciplines. 
Lent is a journey to Good Friday. 
 
Lent is not so much a time of self 
reflection as it is of meditation. 
Self-reflection can turn us inward, 
causing us to think in terms of doing. 
Meditation can turn us outward, 
causing us to see what God has done. 
 
I have found the following poem 
helpful to my Lenten meditation. . 
being is more important than doing. 

To be a seed is grand, and yet 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
As I grow what shall I be 
What should I expect of me. 
 
Please put a packet on my row 
And tell me how I ought to grow 
Without a clue how can I know 
What flower to make, what fruit to show 
Please tell me who I really am 
A radish, cucumber, or yam. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L 
Will lay me down in dirt and die. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΣ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘ L ŦŜŜƭ 
¢ƘŜ ǇǳƭǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΤ LΩƳ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭΦ 
The seed that is the heart of me 
Reveals my true identity. 
 
!ǎ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ 
My life springs forth as He has planned 
And all I have to do is be 
As God works at creating me. 
Shaping my flowers, molding my frame 
For God already knows my name. 
 

-Stoddard Williams 



Welcome to Canaan in the Desert 
Spring 2010 

 
† - The Garden of Jesusò Sufferings and His Resurrection   open sunrise í 5:45pm 
A place with beautiful reliefs depicting Jesusô love and suffering for us. A natural desert setting invites visitors 

for quiet prayer and meditation. 

 

† - Three Oòclock Prayer       3:00 í 3:20 pm 
Daily except Wednesday 

We remember Jesusô Passion and celebrate the joy of His Resurrection in worship and prayer. 

 

† - Weekly Bible Study       Thursday 7:30 pm 

 

† - Holy Week        March 28 í April 3 
Nothing can bring us as close to Jesus as beholding His suffering. Let us take time to reflect on Jesusô Passion 

and to express our love and gratitude to Him. Visiting the Prayer Garden any time during the week will be a 

very special blessing. 

 

† - Good Friday        April 2 
Devotional Service in the Chapel 12:00 noon ï 3:00 pm 

Accompany Jesus on His Passion Way carrying His cross to Calvary, with Mother Basileaôs book, Let Me Stand 

at Your Side (on CD). You may enter the Chapel quietly, and please plan to stay for at least 30 minutes. 

 

† - Easter Sunday        April 4, 3:00 í 4:00 pm 
A joyful celebration of Jesusô Resurrection and Victory in our Chapel. 

 

† - Ascension Day        Thursday, May 13, 7:30 -8:30 pm 
Celebrate Jesusô glorious ascension. 

 

† - Day of Fellowship        10:00 am í 1:00 pm 
Join us for these mini-retreats of Bible study, singing and sharing. Children are invited to their own special 

program. All come together for a sack lunch at noon. 

† - March 1 Monday          † - April 10 Saturday        † - May 3 Monday 

 

 

Donôt miss the short Lent/Easter messages on our website: www.canaaninthedesert.org 

 

 

Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary 

9849 N. 40
th
 St., Phoenix, AZ 85028 

602-996-4040 

½ mile south of Shea Blvd. 

www.canaaninthedesert.org 

http://www.canaaninthedesert.org/


March 
Birthdays, Scriptures, Worship Support 

 

 

WORSHIP SUPPORT 

 
Sunday, March 28, 2010 

Palm Sunday 

 

 

9:00            11:00 

                 Greeters 
Lillian Sensing     Audie Hertz 

Nell Durst    Linn Palmer 

     Mary Ferkol 

  

Lay Readers 
     8-Regina Jenkins     Carol Parks 

   15-Bill Jenkins      Jim Cline 

   22-Francine Moyer     Mark Fearey 

   28-Adrienne Bass     Kurt Parks 

 

Ushers 
 TBA      James Kimball 

       Linn Palmer 

       Carl Biehler 

       Ione Biehler 

 

Communion Assistant 
Roy Lecker              Pastor Shealds Smith 

Jan Lecker     Paul Parks 

Sandy Rhudy 

Cindy Allen 

 

Altar Guild 
   7&14 - Lori Daniels       Linn Palmer 

  Cree Abbott       Betty Henning 

  Sue Golomb 

                Martha Weld (14) 

 21&28 ï Lori DeVries      Tamara Hartrick 

    Joy Miller      Erna Nelson 

   Cree Abbott 

       

Acolytes 
        7 ï Tyler Cooke      Macenzi Stoneburner 

 Adam Fox 

      14 ï Christel Toll      Bianca Demoulin 

      21 ï Adam Fox      Macenzi Stoneburner 

               Jason Fox 

      28 -   Jason Fox  TBA 

  Jenna Owens 

 

 

Coffee   Sound 
      Bonnie Reischmann  Erv Toll 

 

ÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀ 

 

       3  Jessica Jaffe 

    Ina Rose Kelly 

    Laura Marrlett 

       5  Bruce  

                    Von Barkhausen 

       8  Derek DeVries 

     12  Paul DeVries 

     15  Carl Dietrich 

     18  Tasha Allen 

      Will Rosch 

     Jane Wallace 

     20  Rhonda Clauss 

       Phyllis Stokes 

     25  Lillie Sly 

 

Did we miss anyone  

or make a mistake?  

If so,  

please contact  

the Church office  

480-947-7495. 

 

 
 
ÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀ 

 

 
 

 

MARCH 7 
Isaiah 55:1-9 

I Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 

 

MARCH 14 
Joshua 5:9-12 

II Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

MARCH 21 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 

 

MARCH 28 

PALM SUNDAY 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 22:14 ï 23:56 



Abiding Savior 
Council, Staff & Prayer Chain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GRAPEVINE 

 
Please submit your e-mail requests for 

publication prior to 12:00 noon on the  

SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH  

TO 

debra@abidingsaviortempe.org 

or phone Church Office at 

480-947-7495 

 

Sunday Bulletin deadlines are every Wednesday 

at 10:00 a.m. for the upcoming Sunday. 

 

E-mail information for the Sunday bulletin to: 

judy@abidingsaviortempe.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABIDNG SAVIOR COMMUNITYCHURCH 

COUNCIL 
 

Executive Board 

Martha Weld  President 

Jo Jaffe   Secretary 

Eleanor Brierley  Treasurer 

 

Board of Elders         Board of Deacons       Board of Trustees 

 

Worship, Youth &       Church Community &     Facilities, Budget & 

Education Ministries    Neighborhood Outreach  Staff  Ministries 

 

Tory Fearey                  Sue Golomb              Bruce Jameson 

Carolyn Hinkle          Kurt Parks                 Mike Mancini 

           
 

 

 

ABIDNG SAVIOR COMMUNITY CHURCH STAFF 
 

Shealds Smith      Debra Ohlinger 

Pastor     Administrator 

Pastor@abidingsaviortempe.org   Office@abidingsaviortempe.org 

 

Mark Fearey   Judy Lee 

Music Director   Administrative Assistant 

    Judy@abidingsaviortempe.org 

 

Lynn LeFebvre   Lynn LeFebvre 

Health Director   Youth Director 

Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org 

 

Barbara McElrath   Tom Van Meter 

Director ~ Abiding Savior School Security/Custodian 
 

ABIDING SAVIOR COMMUNITY CHURCH 

PRAYER CHAIN 

 

Morning Prayer Chain 

 
Receives your prayer request from  

6:00 a.m. – 7:15 a.m. or the previous evening. 

             Call Martha Weld  480-874-3882 

 

Evening Prayer Chain 

 
Receives your prayer requests 

Throughout the day until 6:00 p.m. 

Call Peggy Zude 480-945-4693 
 
 
 
 

We will strive to be passionate followers 

of Jesus Christ who. . . 

 

Pray       daily   

Worship    weekly 

Read       the Bible daily 

Serve       at and beyond Abiding Savior 

Relate       with others to encourage  

                  spiritual growth 

Give       generously with a goal of  

                  10% and beyond 

Surrender  
your will 

 
Immerse yourself  

in My love 
MD 

mailto:debra@abidingsaiortempe.org
mailto:judy@abidingsaviortempe.org
mailto:Judy@abidingsaviortempe.org
mailto:Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org
mailto:Lynn@abidingsaviortempe.org


 

ABIDING SAVIOR COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 
March                                                                                                                   2010 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 
7:00p Altar Guild 

 

  

3 
  9:15 ASCS Chapel 

11:00 Meet for Prayer 

6:00p Soup Supper 
6:45p Lenten Service 

 

4  5 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6 
  

7 
9:00 

Contemporary Worship 

9:20 Childrenôs Sunday 
School 

10:15: Coffee 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

8 
GRAPEVINE 

DEADLINE 

 

9 
5:30p Womenôs Ministry 

 

10 
  9:15 ASCS Chapel 

11:00 Meet for Prayer 

4:30p Confirmation   
6:00p Soup Supper 

6:45p Lenten Service 

 

11 
Menôs Cursillo 

#125 

 Roy Lecker serving 
on team. 

12 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

13 
 

14 
9:00 

Contemporary Worship 

9:20 Childrenôs Sunday 
School 

10:15: Coffee 

11:00 Traditional Worship 
 

 

15 
 

 

16 

 

17 
  9:15 ASCS Chapel 

11:00 Meet for Prayer 

6:00p Soup Supper 
6:45p Lenten Service 

 

  

18 

 
19 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 

 

20 

 
50th Anniversary 

“Let’s Remember” 

Tea 

11:00am – 1:00 pm 

 

21 
9:00 
Contemporary Worship 

9:20 Childrenôs Sunday 

School 
10:15: Coffee 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

22 
6:30 Council 

Meeting 

23 

 
24 
  9:15 ASCS Chapel 
11:00 Meet for Prayer 

4:30p Confirmation   

6:00p Soup Supper 
6:45p Lenten Service 

GRAPEVINE 

on website 

 

25 
Womenôs Cursillo 
#126 Cathie Fox,  

Jo Jaffe,  

Regina Jenkins, 
Debra Ohlinger, 

Peggy Owens, & 

Dorothy Pientka 
serving on team. 

26 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 
 

28 
9:00 
Contemporary Worship 

9:20 Childrenôs Sunday 
School 

10:15: Coffee 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

Grapevine  in Narthex 
 

29 
 

30 

 

31 
 

   

   

 

    

 

 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our 

fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen          
 



 

Abiding Savior 50th Anniversary 
The First Year  
The state of the world in 1960?  

 President Dwight D. Eisenhower, VP Richard M. Nixon.  

 American U-2 spy plane piloted by Gary Francis Powers shot down over Russia.  

 There are 900 US military advisers in South Vietnam.  

 Federal debt-$290.5 billion.  

 Unemployment- 5.5%  

 Cost of a 1st class stamp- $0.04  

 70 million people watch the presidential  debate between Sen. John F. Kennedy and VP Richard 

M. Nixon.  

 Academy award best picture- Ben-Hur  

 Record of the year- Mack the Knife by Bobby Darin  

 The film ñPsychoò is released.  

 The book ñTo Kill a Mockingbirdò is published.  

 The first laser is built and Echo 1, the first communication satellite is launched.  

 Notable deaths: Boris Pasternak, Emily Post, Lawrence Tibbett, Clark Gable. 
 
Into this time Abiding Savior was created. The Holy Spirit was at work and He arrived here 
first. During the beginning of the year the call was issued to Pastor Erich Hoefer by the Board 
of American Missions of the American Lutheran Church. 

  
May 22nd was the groundbreaking ceremony, in a horse pasture at the corner of W. 
Continental and S. Orange St. In June, Pastor Erich, Marie and their 6 children arrived to begin 
the work of establishing Abiding Savior Lutheran Church. The choice of a name for this new 
church was made by the family and was based on which church would come first 
alphabetically in the phone directory. While the church was under construction, worship 
services (first one July 3, 1960) were held in the Western Floor Coverings display room, a 
business of charter member Lawrence Vehling. This is the site of the current Napa Auto Parts 
on Scottsdale Rd. During these worship services, Marie Hoefer played on a folding Army organ 
she had used in their Tucson church. Bulletins were printed on a mimeograph machine on 
their back patio.  
 
On September 11th the first worship service on site was in the newly constructed Par ish Hall 
and Church Office. This building, after remodeling, is now used as the Church Office and 
Nursery. 

http://abidingsavior50.blogspot.com/2010/01/first-year.html


 
 

 November 9, 1960 was the official adoption of the constitution and by -laws. The church 
council members were elected with George Graf serving as President. Secretary/Treasurer was 
Albert Smith. The Elders were Floyd Taylor, John Spitzer, Cecil Saul. Deacons: Verne Snyder, 
Carl Vanselow, Carl Biehler. Trustees: Lawrence Vehling, Wesley Backes, Marion Gaskins, and 
Albert Stambaugh. 
 
This then becomes the BIRTHDAY of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church. 
 
Construction was completed on the Sanctuary and the first worship service was held there on 
December 18. This building serves as the Parish Hall and is now known as Hestad Hall. This 
Sanctuary was built using the same blueprints as Concordia Lutheran Church on the West side 
of Phoenix, as a practical money saving action. 
 
The statistics from July to December are: Baptized members 209, Confirmed members 120, 
Pupils in Sunday School 139, pupils in confirmation instruction 25. 
On January 4,1961 the Altar Guild was formed with Doris Gaskins serving as chair. 
Co-chair Wilma Reinig and members Lila Anderson, Beverly Andersen, Clara Roberts, Myrtle 
Stambaugh, Bette Graf and Ione Biehler. 
 
At the end of 1960 Pastor Erich wrote this message: 
 
There is no need to say that the Lord has mightily blessed Abiding Savior during six brief 
months of work. Our problem is not to seek to prove that the Lord is on our side! He has 
promised again and again saying, ñLo, I am with you always.ò The burden of proof is this, ñAre 
we on the Lord's side?ò Are we truly willing to be used of Him to be a blessing to those to 
whom the Lord has made us responsible in our community? Do we dare to stand up and be a 
witness for Christ? God grant that you and I will dare to accept our responsibilities with our 
Time, Our Talents and with our Wealth.  
 
But really, the greatest question is not simply what are we willing to do for God, but what are 
we willing to let God do for us. Only as we become and rema in faithful to the Word of God in 
church and out of church and to the Holy Sacraments, will He be able to cause us to become 
the kind of folks who can serve effectively. If we do not generously feast upon His Word, we 
will be very anemic in our witness.  
 
We are still standing at the very threshold of a thrilling future. Abiding Savior will be the kind 
of Church ten years from now that we make it during the next two years. Let's make it a 
warm-hearted congregation of Christians who love each other and are concerned about ALL. 
Let's make it a congregation which prays daily also for its pastor.  

 

 

 
 
 



 

Abiding Savior 50th Anniversary 
 

 

Calendar of Events  

March 20, 2010 - ñLet's Rememberò Tea. 

 

A special gathering of former and current Abiding Savior women. A time to share memories and 

laughter. A time to rekindle friendships. A time to honor the women who have served and  

worshiped here throughout  the years since 1960. Gather from 11:00- 1:00. A light lunch will be 

served. 

 

June 26, 2010  - 1960's and 1970's YOU-TH night! 

 

If you were a youth in the 1960/70s this is a night for YOU. Dinner, entertainment, and special guest 

speaker, Pastor John Stake. John served as assistant Pastor to Pastor Erich in 1971-74. 

 

 

July 24, 2010  - 1980's and 1990's YOU-TH night! 

 

If you were a youth in the 1980/90s this is a night for YOU. More details coming.  

 

August 7, 2010  - 2000's YOU-TH night! 

 

If you were a youth in the 2000s this is a night for YOU. More details coming. 

 

November 14, 2010  - The 50th BIRTHDAY PARTY for ABIDING SAVIOR! Special guest Pastor 

James Hoefer! More details coming.  

 

http://abidingsavior50.blogspot.com/2010/01/calendar-of-events.html

